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Why Sign with Hearing Babies and Toddlers?
It takes children between twelve and twenty-four months to begin “mastering” the sound and intonation patterns of 
spoken language. With signing, babies can communicate needs, ideas, and thoughts as early as fi ve months of age. 

Start with six to twelve signs. Half should be “see a lot/do a lot signs” (signs used in daily routines) and half should be 
“highly motivating signs” (signs for things that interest your child). Once your child signs back, you can double or triple 
the number of signs you use.

What Is Signing Smart?
The fi rst interactive board book program to 
introduce hearing babies and toddlers to 
American Sign Language, Signing Smart makes 
signing with your baby or toddler simple, 
fun, and successful! 

Developed by Michelle Anthony and Reyna Lindert, both Ph.D.s in Developmental Psychology, 
this innovative book series opens the door to early communication and facilitates speech 
by teaching you when and how to sign most effectively with your child, and which signs to use 
during routines and play.
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www.signingsmart.com 
www.scholastic.com

 • Photos that show adults   
  and children signing 
  each word

 • Tabs for quick reference

 • Touch-and-feels on 
  every spread

 • Signed words in context

 • Descriptions that clarify   
  each sign

Each Signing Smart 
Book Features:


